CANADIAN CANCER SOCIETY

www.cancer.ca
The Canadian Cancer Society (CCS), originally called the Canadian Society for the Control of Cancer, was created in 1938, funded primarily by the Canadian Medical Association. Today, it consists of a national office and 10 provincial divisions, and the emphasis is on prevention and disease control through screening and early detection.
Part of its mandate is to provide "clear, concise, current information" to the public, cancer patients and their families. The web site features nine publications about disease prevention and risk reduction, six publications about tobacco, six for people with cancer and their friends and families. There are only four publications dealing with specific forms of cancer: lung cancer, colorectal cancer, breast cancer and prostate cancer.
The cancer society is the country's the largest single funder of cancer research, contributing more than $30 million last year. The money is disbursed by the CCS's research partner, the National Cancer Institute of Canada (NCIC), but a complete listing of CCS-funded research is available on the CCS web site. Information about other collaborations between the two organizations is also on the web site. They include the Canadian Breast Cancer Initiative (http://www.breast.cancer.ca/), as well as a Prostate Cancer Research Initiative and a Tobacco Research Initiative.
The CCS and the NCIC also jointly produce an annual publication, Canadian Cancer Statistics, which is available on their web sites. The report contains detailed information about the incidence and mortality for most common forms of cancer, broken down along demographic and geographic lines. Seven of Canada's provincial governments have moved toward the creation of provincewide cancer agencies which ensure coordinated services, policy planning and advice to government. Many of these agencies have developed web sites to provide information to consumers on topics such as: screening, treatment, care, research, education and treatment guidelines.
NATIONAL CANCER
AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY
www.cancer.org
The American Cancer Society (ACS) was formed by a group of 15 physicians and businessmen in 1913 as the American Society for the Control of Cancer. Their goal was to end the atmosphere of fear and denial associated with cancer. The concept of "declaring war" on the disease was the 1936 brainstorm of the chair of the General Federation of Women's Clubs committee on public health, Marjorie Illig. She conceived of an army of volunteers waging war against the disease. Dr. Sidney Farber, one of the first scientists to get an ACS research grant, achieved the first temporary cancer remission in the late 1940s with a drug called aminopterin. The ACS is the largest source of private , non-profit research funds in the U.S., and has funded 28 Nobel prize winners. The ACS web site reflects the comprehensiveness and diversity of the society's activities, offering a broad range of information about research, prevention, detection and treatment of cancer, as well as services for the patients.
NATIONAL CANCER INSTITUTE
www.cancer.gov
The National Cancer Institute (NCI) is one of the arms of the U.S. National Institutes of Health (NIH). The NCI web site offers comprehensive information organized into four major categories: cancer information; resources for scientists; about NCI; and partnerships. One of the areas of the web site is cancer Trials, which gives access to NCI's clinical trials database along with information aimed at health professionals and patients. CancerNet™ provides comprehensive information about cancer. The NCI recently restructured its communications functions to integrate them in response to the rapid pace of scientific discoveries and medical advances. The "nation's investment in cancer research" is laid out clearly as plans and priorities on the web site.
NEW YORK ONLINE ACCESS TO HEALTH
http://www.noah.cuny.edu/cancer/ca ncer.html New York Online Access to Health (NOAH) was launched in 1995 as a collaboration between The City University of New York, The Metropolitan New York Library Council, The New York Academy of Medicine and The New York Public Library. It has been recognized as an outstanding bilingual consumer health information site and praised for its content and design. The site has well over 350,000 page views each month, and has established itself as a distinctive, authoritative, bilingual health information site meeting the needs of an underserved population of health consumers, many of whom are also Spanish speaking. 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR CANCER RESEARCH
CANCERSOURCE.COM
www.cancersource.com
CancerSource.com was founded in 1999 as a business alliance with Jones and Bartlett Publishers from the medical and textbook field. It offers a range of information services to the patient community and health professionals. In additional to information, the web site offers interactive chats, message boards, a searchable drug database, and clinical trials information. In April, CancerSource.com launched a monthly online column by Dr. Robert Buckman, a medical oncologist at the Toronto-Sunnybrook Regional Cancer Centre and well-known author and broadcast commentator. Free registered membership is required to gain full access to the site, which is structured into four tiers of information: introductory, basic, intermediate and advanced levels.
